
Art Holidays in France 

Information about your holiday course 

This holiday is an opportunity to stay in an interesting old Manoir in the Charente area of 

South West France and to receive expert tuition in many aspects of art or to just have the 

chance to relax and enjoy your surroundings, participating at your leisure. 

Tutors 

Most often, your tutor will be Andrew Hope, BA Hons, although from time to time there 

will be visiting or guest tutors, who may run and deliver all or part of the course content.   

When stone carving is offered, the multi-talented and qualified Sarah Moore will deliver 

this. See her website sarahmoore.sculptor@yahoo.co.uk for information about stone 

carving. Separate information will be provided about tools and materials for this holiday. 

Cherry White will help facilitate the delivery of the course. 

Barrie Andrews is the proprietor of the Manoir La Breuille and will be your host at the 

hotel, assisted by others.   

Tuition 

Tuition will be provided generally from Monday to Friday on a group and one–to-one 

basis, in either an open-air setting (en plein air) or in a studio, with plenty of informal 

discussion and critique.  The course will be based at Manoir La Breuille, using this as the 

inspiration and facilities for much of the art work, but will include excursions to places of 

interest in the locality and to local events. The tuition will be tailored to your ability, 

aspiration and inclination. 

 Artists Materials 

We will provide studio and portable easels, drawing boards, chairs and tables, together 

with a range of drawing and painting papers, materials and mediums for your use, but 

you are welcome to bring your own if you desire. More specialist items may be available 

to purchase separately 

Accommodation   

The holiday consists of 6 nights’ accommodation at Manoir La Breuille, Montmoreau St 

Cybard.  La Breuille is a splendid building, built over a number of centuries through 

successive additions and is of the typical buff coloured stone, warm terracotta tiles and 

blue shutters of the Charente region.   

The accommodation comprises of either a single, twin, double or double + twin room, 

most with ensuite facilities.  The hotel is elegantly appointed and you will find much to 

interest you in comfortable surroundings. 

The Manoir has its own swimming pool where you can take a dip or relax by the pool, 

and the gardens and grounds provide many scenic places to walk, draw, paint or relax, 

surrounded by countryside. 
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The package includes a room for six nights from Sunday evening to Saturday morning, 

breakfast for six days, lunch or a packed lunch and an optional evening meal, which will 

be taken together in the dining room, function room or outside.  A further night’s stay on 

Saturday night can be added if desired, subject to room availability. 

The Itinerary 

This will be dependent on the weather, but will include a combination of some or all of 

the following aspects: 

• Up to five hours tuition each day, either as a group or on a 1 -1 basis, with the 

occasional unplanned half day, to enable you go out on your own outing or to 

simply have your own free time. 

• The opportunity to work en plein air in the grounds of Manoir la Breuille or in a 

studio setting or at the places we visit.   

• The chance to visit a local market, or local market town. 

• Visits to local places or buildings of interest, to enable you to work en plein air.   

Popular destinations are:- 

• the 15th century Chateau at Montmoreau;   

• Villebois Lavelette, a small town situated on a roman road, with a spectacular 

wooden covered market place dating to the 16th Century, and a partially restored 

chateau that originated in the 13th century;  

•  the town of Aubeterre sur Dronne, with its subterranean church carved by 

Benedictine monks in the 12th century, and numerous cafes and dining 

opportunities from the present day;  

• Brantome, called the Venice of Perigord, situated on the river Dronne, overlooked 

by a Benedictine abbey and home to an art museum, gardens and restaurants;  

• Bordeilles: the 12th – 16th century chateau, garden, grounds and scenic village of 

Bourdeilles, just over the department border in the neighbouring Dordogne.  

• Participation in local events if they coincide with the dates of your holiday 

• A visit to the art and culture city of Angouleme, with its cathedral, chateau, 

ramparts, gardens, museum (with a good local and international art collection) a 

paper museum, and numerous murals on the walls of buildings, inspired by the 

city’s nickname of the Capital of the Comic Strip. 

• The opportunity to use the swimming pool at Manoir la Breuille 


